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Spettaret populum ludis attentius ipjis, 
Ut fibi praebentem mimo fpectacula plura. 
Hor. 


yeas 2 F Ew years ago an ingenious player gave notice 
in the bills for his Benefit Night, that the 
Prologue fhould be fpoken by the Pit, 


ne which he contrived to have reprefented on 





4 ’ 
+? 


the ftage. Another time he drew in the 
whole houfe to aét as Chorus to a new farce, and I re- 
member that in the laft rebellion the loyal acclamations of 
“‘ God fave the King” might have been heard from Drury 
Lane to Charing Crofs. Upon thefe and many other oc- 
cafions the audience has been known to enter into the im- 
mediate bufinefs of the Drama; and, to fay the truth, I 
never go into the theatre without looking on the fpectators 
as playing a part almoft as much as the actors them- 


Rrrr felves. 
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felves. All the company from the ftage-box to the upper 
gallery know their cues very well, and perform their parts 
with great fpirit. I begun the feafon with a few ani- 
madverfions on the chief faults to which our performers 
are liable. To-day I fhall beg leave to fay a word or two 
to the Audience, as my reflections on the theatre would 
otherwife be incomplete. On this occafion I expect the 
thanks of the managers, and would recommend it to them 
to put my thirty fourth number into a frame and glafs, and 
hang it up in the Green Room for the benefit of the play- 
ers; and to difpofe three or four thoufand of the prefent 
number into the feveral parts of the houfe, as Bayes difperfed 


papers to infinuate the plot of his piece into the boxes, 


Tue firft part of the audience that demands our atten- 
tion is fo nearly allied to the actors that they always appear 
on the fame level with them: but while the performer endea- 
vours to carry on the bufinefs of the play, thefe gentlemen be- 
hind the fcenes ferve only to hinder and difturb it. There 
is no part of the houfe from which a play can be feen to fo 
little advantage as from the ftage ; yet this fituation is very 
convenient on many other confiderations, of more confe- 
quence to a fine gentleman, It looks particular; it is the 
beft place to fhew a handfome perion, or an elegant fuit 
of cloaths : a bow from the ftage to a beauty in the box is 
moft likely to attract our notice ; and a pretty fellow may 
perhaps with tolerable management get the credit of an 
intrigue with fome of the actreffes. But notwithftanding 
all thefe advantages accruing to our fine gentlemen, I could 
heartily wifh they would leave a clear flage to the per- 
formers ; or at leaft that none fhould be admitted behind 
the fcenes, but fuch as would fubmit to be of fome ufe 
there. As thefe gentlemen are ready dreft, they might help 
to fwell the retinue of a monarch, join the engagement in 
a 
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a Tragedy-battle, or do any other little office that might 
occur in the play, which requires but little fenfe and no 
memory. But if they have not any genius for acting, and are } 
{till defirous of retaining their pofts by the fide-feenes, they | 

fhould be obliged to take a mufket, bayonet, pouch, and I 
the reft of the accoutrements, and ftand on guard quietly a 
and decently with the foldiers, 


Tue boxes are often filled with perfons who do not come 
to the theatre out of any regard to Shakefpear or Garrick, 
but like the fine lady in Lethe, ‘* becaufe every body is there,” 
As thefe people cannot be expected to mind the play them- 
felves, we can only defire them not to call off the atten- | 
tion of others; nor interrupt the dialogue on the ftage by | 
a louder converfation of theirown. The filent courtthip | 
of the eyes, ogles, nods, glances, and curtfies from one box 
to another may be allowed them the fame as at church, but 
nothing more, except at Coronations, Funeral Proceffions | 
and Pantomimes. Here I cannot help recommending it to | 
the gentlemen, who draw the pen from under their right 





ears about feven o’clock, clap on a bag-wig and fword, and 1 
drop into the boxes at the end of the third act, to take their 
halfcrown’s worth with as much decency as poffible ; as well 
as the Bloods who reel from the taverns about Covent Garden | 
near that time, and tumble drunk into the boxes. Before I 
quit this part of the houfe I muft take notice of that di- 
vifion of the upper-boxes, properly diftinguifhed by the 
name of the Flefh Market. There is frequently as much 
art ufed to make the flefh exhibited here look wholfome, 
and (as Tim fays in the farce) “ all over red and white like 
« the infide of a fhoulder of mutton,”’ as there*is by the 
butchers to make their veal look white; and it is as often 
rank carrion and fiyblown, If thefe ladies would appear 
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in any other quarter of the houfe, I would only beg of 
Them and thofe who come to market, to drive their 
bargains with as little noife as poffible: but I have lately 
obferved with fome concern that thefe women begin to ap- 
pear in the lower boxes to the deftruction of all order, and 
great confufion of all modeft ladies, It is td be hoped 
that fome of their friends will advife them not to pretend to 
appear there any more than at court: for it is as abfurd to 
endeavour the removal of their market into the front and 
fide boxes,.as it would be in the butchers of St. fames’s Mar- 
ket to attempt fixing the fhambles in St. ‘fames’s Square. 


I must now defire the reader to defcend with me 
among laced hats and capuchines into the Pit. The Pit 
is the grand Court of Criticifm, and in the center of it 
is collected that awful body, diftinguifhed by the title of 
the Town. Hence are iffued the irrevocable decrees, and 
here final fentence is pronounced on plays and players. 
This Court has often been very fevere in its decifions, and 
has been known to declare many old plays barbaroufly 
murdered, and moft of our modern ones Felo de fe ; but it 
muft not be diffembled that many a caufe of great confe- 
quence has been denied a fair hearing. Parties and private 
cabals have often been formed to thwart the progrefs of 
merit, or to efpoufe ignorance and dullnefs; for it is not 
wonderfull that the Parliament of Criticifm, like all others, 
fhould be liable to corruption. In this aflembly Mr. Town 
was firft nominated Critic and CeNsor-GENERAL ; but 
confidering the notorious bribery now prevailing, I think 
proper to declare, (in imitation of Yom in the Confcious 
Lovers) that I never took a fingle Order for my vote in all 
my life. 


Tuose who pay their two fhillings at the door of the 
Middle 
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Middle Gallery feem to frequent the theatre purely for the 
fake of feeing the play. Though thefe peaceful regions 
are fometimes difturbed by the incurfions of rattling ladies 
of pleafure ; fometimes contain perfons of. fafhion in dif- 
guife, and fometimes critics in ambufh. The greateft fault 
I have to*object to thofe who fill this quarter of the thea- 
tre, is their frequent and injudicious interruption of the bu- 
finefs of the play by their applaufe. I have feen a bad 
actor clapt two minutes together for ranting, or perhaps 
fhrugging his fhoulders, and making wry faces: and I have 
feen the natural courfe of the paffions checked in a good 
one, by thefe ill-judged teftimonies of their approbation, It 
is recorded of Betterton to his honour, that he thought a 
deep filence through the whole houfe, and a ftri&t attention 
to his playing, the ftrongeft and fureft figns of his being 


well received. 


Tue inhabitants of the Upper-Gallery demand our no- 
tice as well as the reft of the theatre. The Trunk Maker 
of immortal memory was the moft celebrated hero of thefe 
regions; but fince he is departed, and no able-bodied 
critic appointed in his room, I cannot help giving the fame 
caution to the Upper-Gallery as to the gentry a pair of ftairs 
lower. Some of the under-comedians will perhaps be dif- 
pleafed at this order, who are proud of thefe applaufes, and 
rejoice to hear the lufty bangs from the oaken towels of their 
friends againft the wainfcoat of the Upper-Gallery; but I 
think they fhould not be allowed to hatter the pannels 
without amending our tafte ; fince their thwacks, however 
vehement, are feldom laid on with fufficient judgment to 
ratify our applaufe, It were better therefore if all the pre- 
fent twelvepenny critics of this town, who prefide over our 
diverfions in the Upper-Gallery, would content themfelves 
with the inferior duties of their office ; wz. to take care 
Sfff that 
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that the play begins at the proper time, that the mufic be- 
tween the acts is of a due length, and that the candies are 
fnuffed in tune. 


Arter thefe brief admonitions concerning our behaviour 
at the play, which are intended as a kind of vade mecum for 
the frequenters of the theatre, I cannot conclude my paper 
more properly than with an extract from the Tale of a Tub 
fhewing the judicious diftribution of our playhoufes into 
Boxes, Pit, and Galleries. 


“ I conress, that ‘there is fomething very refined in 


“© the contrivance and ftruéture of our modern theatres. 





“ For, firft; the pit is funk below the ftage that whatever 


~ 
a 


weighty matter fhall be delivered thence (whether it be 
‘* Jead or gold)may fall plum into the jaws of certain critics 
*« (as I think they are called) which ftand ready opened 
“to devour them. Then, the boxes are built’ round, 
“ and raifed to a level with the fcene, in deference to 
** the ladies ; becaufe, that large portion of wit, laid out in 
“* raifing pruriences and protuberances, is obferved to run 
“« much upon a line, and ever in a circle. The whi- 
*‘ ning paffions, and little. ftarved conceits, are gently 
“« wafted up by their own, extreme levity, to the middle 
** region, and there fix and are frozen by. the, frigia: under- 
‘© ftandings of the inhabitants, Bombaftry- and bv ffoonry, 
“« by nature lofty and light, foar higheft: of all, and would 
“ be loft in the roof, if the prudent archite& had not with. 
«« much forefight contrived for them a fourth. place, called: 
«© the Twelve-Penny-Gallery, and there planted a fuitable co- 


“ Jony, who greedily intercept them in their paffage. 
O 





Printed for R. BALDWIN, at the Rof in Pater-nofer Row; where 
Letters to the CONNOISSEUR are received. 


